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not be the role of the trauma service

Colin A Graham

Professor, Emergency Medicine
Chinese University of Hong Kong

August 2010




Scotland

lr_-nh...,..ru.._.r: ! _ w

k! mmh “. . :

y m . :_:ﬁ_____ _w.%\.w |

| b U

i I “ | _ %

_"”_ M_H__wﬁ. ?.... ﬁ

A

_ 1 ;___: ,;;,:;_,

gfv
I.I-|..
o

=
Jﬂll"n‘l =i
“:__,"

=
B
AFLANTH (1%




' THE !-C‘ﬂI'TI!-H

(DGARP EARLY REGISTRATION IS NOW

L

:,-.,-_.,.I o

HOME

MY SUIN

MI5S SO0OTLAND  NEWFS ALERTS

SITE MAP

The FRM Exam. The biggest risk is not tak

S LITE

Taxi 3TTAT 53 3330 - Phoee: 0141 430 3300 - Email: seocpithe-sun.co. ul

FZIII"'I UEIVE

=~ 100 blade

victims a
= month

iy BHOREW HECOLL
Seomish Poldicil Repodted

Puhilishead: I7 ey 3009

'I'll--:-rlunﬂu
_Fﬂrlflil-

hm
Witslrd

Sun Ry
Biies X-F m
BIG BROTHER

ﬁm_

M"“

Y =t @ L)

T add g comment [3)

THE growiang menace of Scolland’s knife culiure is
claiming mare than 100 victims every maonth,

FEATURE 5
Wi pohare The shock new figures released yestarday show
—— 1,278 people were taken to hospital after being
FEE— attacked with a blade last year.

The worst health board area was Glasgow with a
Muma & Dada toll of 779 victims — that's two EVERY DAY,
e Last night Tory justice
I spokesman Bill Atken

gateing called for courts to take a
il harder line and cage all
yobs caught even
carrving a knife for twe
years.
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Boy, 14, is kEnifed
m class

A LALMGRING schoolbay plunged a knife into &
m:t%mie'n ack then asked: TWho wants it
e

Horrified fellow pupils fled to the other end of the
classroom in berror after the attack by the 14-
yiar-ald blade flend
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i And a bloodbath was only avoeided when two brave W wird BCansd
teachers rushed in and disarmed the teenage thug. for giris' lves
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A study of stab wounds
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Operational Research Unit, Strathclyde University, Glasgow, and § Department of
Forensic Medicine, Glaggow Umiversity, Glasgow, Scotland

SUMMARY

A smudy was made of patients with stab wounds who attended the Accident and
Emergency Department of Glasgow Royal Infirmary during 1978 and 1983. There were
318 patients. [ he majority, 304 (96%: ), were males. A total of 87 (27% ) were teenagers.
The most common sites of the wounds were the chest (143 patients) and the abdomen
(113 patients). The features of the patients and their wounds arc compared with those of
a previous study carried out at the same hospital in the early 1960s (Batey & MacBain,
1967). The post-mortem reports of 25 fatal stab injury cases occurring in Glasgow
berween 1971 and 1978 are also reviewed. Some aspécts of diagnosis, management and
prevention of stab wounds are discussed.

INTRODUCTION

The incidence of stabbing in the east end of Glasgow was previously studied in the early
1960s by Batey & MacBain (1967). They showed that the incidence of patients admined
to Glasgow Royal Infirmary with stab wounds had increased between 1962 and 1965
and thar 40% of wvictims were teenagers. In February 1981 the Crimunal Justice
{(Scotland) Act 1980 was introduced. This extended the powers of the Scottish Police to
scarch for offensive weapons. In spite of this, the use of knives in serious crimes of
violence in the east end of Glasgow increased from 16% in 1978 o 23% in 1983.
Although the gangs of the 1960s to whom much of the stabbing had been attributed no
longer gained so much publicity in the 1970s, our impression was that patients with stab
wounds still came to the Accident and Emergency Department of the Glasgow Royal
Infirmary in sufficient numbers to warrant further study.
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